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KNOW THE CANDIDATES:
CANDIDATE NIGHTS & VOTER GUIDES



CD QHIO 18 SUCCESS EXAJ\/IPE

RESULT: Incumbent Lostnexpectantly

Candidate Nightsd Incumbent was neshow
Six Candidate Nights throughout Congressional district
Much praise from attendees and locamedia

Basedon website accesgecords- web-traffic from the Republican

Party, Democratic Party, Campaign Consultants, National Lobbying
Organizations, and National Corporations.

Voter Guides

65,000 Sunday Newspaper Inserts just prior to Electiorinexpensive
|l ncumbent Voter Guide column st a

Neighborhood / Precinct Organizing
Doorto-Door limited, since mostly rural
Much Volunteer Phondvanking from outside of district



2010 POST ELECTION SURVEY RESULT.

Election Impact Average

D b b s
=T F=E, P AT, P P,

W Election Impact Average

THE dmcss
OF AMERICA




CANDIDATE
NIGHTS



OVERVIEW

Voters become informed

Questions- random and broadranging

Videotape- post on website

Timingo before mailin/absentee ballots

Collaborate with othemon-partisan organizations




CANDIDATE NIGHT FORMAT

Length
3-4 hours with 15 min break

As Audience Arrives |
Get oOName Cardo 1 f want to
Get oStraw Poll o pamphl et

Actual Program

Pledge & Prayer
Introductions- Organizer, Moderator, & Candidate BIOs

Background, GrouneRules, & Candidates Speak
Audience Questions to Candidate3d r aw 0 Na me
Closing Statements & Wrapip



AUDIENCE QUESTIONS

Use a time keeper

Uise///sfiigns/y o0l Minut e Le//

Randomly sel ect quesm

Only guestions, no statements.

30 seconds to ask question. Must choose:

One question ofone candidate who has 3 minutes to answer & optional followp
guestion, for which the candidate has 1 minute to respond
OR

Ask a single question ofmore than one candidate all of whom have 1 minute each to
respond & no followup questions

OYesO or ONoOO questions must be al
Allow 3 minute followup to explain



PLANNING ET@.DETAILS ON WEBSITE

Home | Precinct Leader | Organization | Approach ' Tools | GOTV l Talking Points ‘ Non-Partisan I Electinn Tr jpact | Candidates | Actiist | About
1 ]

‘ Candidate Townhalls | Vter .waes ' Precinct Executive | Becoming a Precinct Exec | Party Organization

S—
Candidates

Republican, Democratic, or Independent candidates can use this Precinct Organizing methodology to win elections
in November, 2010. Similarly, this methodology can be leveraged to elect Precinct Executive or Committeeman to
County Central Committees of either Party in May, 2010.

To grow your Constitution principle based organizations, though, we suggest you recruit voters with a non-partisan
message of limited government, free markets, and individual freedoms. This message will have a much broader
appeal among Constitutionally oriented Republicans (current and former), Independents, and conservative
Democrats. Additionally, this message more correctly positions the voter choices for candidates on the continuum
of totalitarianism to anarchy, which the Founders used in crafting the Constitution. The Founders intent was to
estahlish a oovernment in the center of this contimmim with annronriate checks-and-halances tn assire that it stavs







NONPARTISAN VOTER GUIDE OVERVIE!

THE

|l nform voters of Canc - n
Can use content from Candidate Nights
PROJECT

ry._9

Everycandidatereceives a questionnaire
Federal, state, & local elections
Simple questionnaire focused on Constitutional Principles

Questionnaire Responses will be:
Printed on a VVoter Guide
Postedon the internet

Distributed to voters:
Newspaper inserts just prioto election
Doorto-Door through Neighborhood / Precinct Canvassing
At pollson Election Day

Non-Partisan Voter Guides
Provide candidate responses with no additional commentary to the voter.
In other wordsthe voterdecideswho the best candidates basedn their values.



ABIGAIL ADAMS PROJEC g7

PROJECT

Launched in the fall of 2009.

Already 23 states have joinedand other states
are coming on board.




AMPLE VOTER GUIDE

THE

PROJECT

Voter Information Guide

S= Support O= Opposed

An * by a candidates response denotes that their conduct, speeches, voting record and/or legislation is contrary to the answer they gave

Category | # ISSUE Candidates: US Senate/Utah
John Doe Jane Doe Jack Doe Fred Doe
Health 1 | Taxpayer funded healthcare mandated and run by the government? [e] S o
Care
Federal 2 | Imposing government restrictions on an individual’s right to keep and bear arms (o) S
Author-
“itym 3 | Religions of this nation who teach a belief in God and obedience to divine author- S o
ity
Economy | 4 | Did you support passing the TARP or Stimulus bill? S o
5 | Capitalism as the best overriding economic system for the United States [¢] 0 6] Candidate
£ J
Abortion | 6 | Requiring parental consent for abortions performed on girls under age 18? S 0 0 FPEMRA
lo answer
Marriage | 7 | State marriage amendments defining marriage as between one man and one o S survey
woman?
Immi- 8 | “Guest Worker” programs for immigrants S* o o
gration
Environ- | 9 | Drilling for oil in American controlled lands and waters o o* S
ment
Taxes 1 | Repealing the income tax and other taxes, abolishing the Internal Revenue Ser- [e] S o
0 | vice, and enacting a national sales tax to be administered primarily by the States
1 | Tax Credits for parents who send their children to private schools S S o
Educa- 1
tion 1 | The US Constitution empowers the Federal Government to make laws or regula- [e] S S
2 | tions concerning the operation of schools or the content of curriculum
National | 1 | The top priority for National Security in the US is the war on terror S S S
Security | 3
1 | Trials in the US Criminal Justice Courts for terrorists o e} (o}
4
Public 1 | It is reasonable for citizens to expect public servants to live by a high moral stan- S [¢} S
Trust 5 | dard

Note: As of April, 2011, Social and Faihased questions will no longer be asked



SAMPLE INTERNET SITE POSTING

Home About Us n the News Vorer Resaurces

Hold Them Accountable: BobGibbs.info ZOae f0 PipIE

We are qrassronts vnlunteors.
Donate
== POt
We need yaur support.
Coerdl w4 TOWLNY) e oW

Th e SO Livee )

REGISTER
TO VOTE

Visil wvow Bob Gils > o learn how Bob Ciubs s represenling YOU in Cunress. Aﬂ‘ilhl‘l“’r.'l"ll[
CANDIDATES

__STEP3

Ohio 18 Voter Guide Now Available LOCATE YOUR

POLLING
o o e s e i . PINCE

s wer s Draowes Thes glesma e Jo peessesl To yon
Uis nonparlisan vooe gaids T Disbricl © 3.

STeP4

YOIk BY
ABSENTEE
BALIOT




PERSPECTIVE

; PROJECT

Will use voting records to qualify the candidates answers
and make notationsof discrepancies on the voter guide.

Thedo* 6 next to the candi dates answer
how they answered our survey.

If candidates refuse to return the surveyvill mark on the

voter guide ooefused to an
It is in their best interest to participaté

Provides candidate issue perspective, despite media hype
and political tactics

N\

Even voters who have not 0
appropriate information prior to voting



VOLUNTEER NEED:! ﬁ

Volunteer Positions

State CoordinatorConductresearch on all Statgide
candidates. Uploatihis information tovebsite

CountyCoordinator Conductresearch on all county specific
candidates. Uploathis information tonvebsite

Team LeadersCreateand distribute voteguides. Download
iInformation fromwebsite.

PROJECT

www.abigailadamsproject.org

Clickonthey o u r Imk ca thehonsepage

Ohio State Coordinator: Marsha Frost
Email:abigailadams@zoominternet.net

Jointhe website andecide whergou would like toserve



http://www.abigailadamsproject.org/
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VOTER GUII

 DETARSEEAAP WEBSITE

"If we mean to have heross,
- - statesmen and philosophers, we
should have learned women."

TIIE

PROJECT

-Abigail Adams

— _"‘H-h“_‘_

HDHE| ABOUT THE PROJECT~ WHO WE ARE~ VOTER IHFDHMATIDH| 'U'DLI.I'ITEEH| DEHA.'IE| CGNTACTLIEl

Homemakers for America launches
the Abigail Adams Project!

IGAIL ADAMS
PROJECT
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Questions?

;Qf@



CANDIDATE
NIGHT PLANNIN



COLLABORATE!

Resource Intensive
Collaborate with likeminded organizations

Need 501(c)3 or 501(c)4 nonprofit status

Needed for nonpartisan event
Beneficial in accessing local venues




INVITE CANDIDATES

Who are legitimate candidates?
Registered withFederal Election Commission
Call the Board of Elections in most populous county

Must invite all viable candidates

Invitation
Use registered mail.
Request written response
Only certified candidates will be allowed to participate

If not have a verifiable, valid reason for not attending
A seat will be reserved for them at the event
Prominently displayed name plate will be in front of the seat
All captured on videc accessible from the website


http://www.fec.gov/about.shtml

PLANNING

Scope & Dates
Which elected offices?
How many & dates?

Organizationdone individual per role
Candidate communications
Press releases
Moderator
Security
Videotaping
Web site design

Venue
Centralized & sufficient seating
Sound system capabilities and sufficient microphones
Rental contract
Liability insurance



Publicity
Press releases to print media, local radio talkhows, and post flyers, etc.
Initially media will be slow to publicize events
Properly vet prior to release

Funding

Donations- prior to & at event

Security

Hire local police

Website Content
Videos in their entirety- copyright & restrict use
Strawpoll results, Voter Guides, media coverage, press releases, etc.
www.Ohio18.comexample




